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Current Position
Since 2015 Graduate Student in International Relations
Department of Political Science, Brown University, Providence, U.S.

Education

2010-2013 Master of Arts in African Studies (Research)
Leiden University, the Netherlands
Thesis: ‘Constructing Pirate Economies: Somali Pirates, Marine Insurance and the
Politics of Transnational Ransom Industries’

2005-2009 Bachelor of Arts: African Studies: Culture and Society of Africa
University of Bayreuth, Germany
Majors: Anthropology and Development Sociology
Minors: History, Religion and Islam in Africa

Academic Positions
2014-2015 Research Assistant in International Relations
Department of Politics and International Relations, Cardiff University, Wales, UK

2009-2010 Researcher Assistant in Peace and Conflict Studies
Institute for Peace and Development, University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany

Professional Experience

2012-2013 Intern & Consultant
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
Based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Berlin, Germany

2007-2008 Intern & Part Time Research Consultant,
Academy for Peace and Development (APD), Hargeisa Somaliland (Somalia)

Grants and Award
2011 Leiden University Foundation Travel Grant (EUR 500)
2013 MA Thesis nomination for the Leiden University Thesis Award 2013.
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Publications

Journal Articles and Book Chapters

‘Actor-Network Theory: Objects and Actants, Networks and Narratives, in Technology and World
Politics: An Introduction, edited by Daniel R. McCarthy, Abingdon: Routledge, Forthcoming 2016
(co-authored with Christian Bueger).

‘Security Communities, Alliances and Macrosecuritization: the Practices of Counter-Piracy
Governance’, in: Piracy and the Construction of Maritime Governance, edited by Michael J.
Struett, Michael, Mark T. Nance and Jon D. Carlson. London: Routledge, 2012 (co-authored with
Christian Bueger).

‘Pirates, Fishermen and Peacebuilding: Options for a Sustainable Counter-Piracy Strategy in Somalia’,
in: Contemporary Security Policy, 32 (2): 356-381, 2011 (co-authored with Christian Bueger
and Sascha Werthes).

Working Papers and Reports

‘Maritime Security Governance in the Western Indian Ocean — A Survey’, Corbett Centre for Maritime
Policy Studies, King’s College London, Forthcoming 2015 (co-authored with Christian Bueger).

‘Strategische Fehler der Pirateriebekampfung: Somalia, Peacebuilding und die Notwendigkeit einer
umfassenden Strategie’ [Strategic Mistakes in Countering Piracy: Somalia, Peacebuilding and
the Need for an Encompassing Strategy], INEF Report 104/2011. Duisburg: Institute for
Development and Peace, 2011 (co-authored with Christian Bueger and Sascha Werthes).

‘Contested Urban Land: Approaching Land-based Conflicts and Land Management in Urban
Somaliland’, Academy for Peace and Development, Hargeisa, 2010, 66 pp. (co-authored with
Mohamed Abdi, Safiya Tani, Nasir Sheikh Osman and Rita Glavitza).

‘No More “Grass Grown by the Spear”: Addressing Land-based Conflicts in Somaliland’, Academy for
Peace and Development, Hargeisa, 2008, 64 pp. (co-authored with UIf Terlinden, Mohamed
Abdi, Safiya Tani and Nasir Sheikh Osman).

Conference Reports

‘NATO after the Wales Summit: A Conference Report’, Cardiff: Cardiff University, 2014.

‘Into the Blue: Rethinking Maritime Security’, Workshop Report, piracy-studies.org. 11/07/2014 (co-
authored with Christian Bueger).

‘African Approaches to Maritime Security’, Conference Report, Addis Ababa: Friedrich-Ebert
Foundation, 2014.

Blog Posts
‘Beyond the Security Dilemma? De-Escalating Tensions in the South China Sea’, Centre for
International Maritime Security, 06/08/2015.
‘Liberal Cooperation vs. Great Power Rivalry? How the New U.S. Seapower Strategy Shapes World
Order’, piracy-studies.org, 17/06/2015.
‘Reclaiming the Maritime? The AU’s New Maritime Strategy’, piracy-studies.org 02/02/2014.
‘The Mogadishu Roadmap: Towards a joint Maritime Security Policy for Somalia?’, online publication
for piracy-studies.org, 15/10/2011.
‘Pirates, Terrorists and Local Politics: the Professionalization of Somali Piracy, next Episode?’, piracy-
studies.org, 01/08/2011.
‘A Reliable Ally in the Fight against Piracy? Introducing Puntland’, piracy-studies.org, 11/10/2011.
‘Guns, Fish and Puntland: the Professionalization of Piracy?’, piracy-studies.org, 17/03/2010.
‘Somali Piracy and the International Response: Trends in 2009 and Prospects for 2010, piracy-
studies.org, 03/06/2010.



http://cimsec.org/chinese-military-strategy-week-beyond-security-dilemma-chinas-new-military-strategy-de-escalates-tension-south-china-sea/17736
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http://piracy-studies.org/liberal-cooperation-vs-great-power-rivalry-how-the-new-u-s-seapower-strategy-shapes-world-order/
http://piracy-studies.org/reclaiming-the-maritime-the-aus-new-maritime-strategy/
http://piracy-studies.org/the-mogadishu-roadmap-towards-a-joint-maritime-security-policy-for-somalia/
http://piracy-studies.org/pirates-terrorists-and-local-politics-the-professionalization-of-somali-piracy-next-episode/
http://piracy-studies.org/a-reliable-ally-in-the-fight-against-piracy-introducing-puntland/
http://piracy-studies.org/gunmen-fish-and-puntland-the-professionalization-of-piracy/
http://piracy-studies.org/somali-piracy-and-the-international-response-trends-in-2009-and-prospects-for-2010/
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Editorial Experience
Since 2014 Lead editor of piracy-studies.org, an online publication and resource portal for
maritime security research.

Reviewer
Reviewer African Security (2011) and Global Change, Peace and Security (2015)

Academic Presentations (selection)

‘Pirates, Business Models and Epistemic Devices: how a Concept Makes Maritime Security
Strategies’, Centre for Crime, Law and Justice (CCLJ), Cardiff University, October 2014.
‘Performing the Business Model of Pirates’, paper presented at the World International Studies
Association Conference, Frankfurt, August 2014.

‘Piracy and Performativity’, paper presented at the 2014 Aberystwyth Lancaster Graduate
Colloquium, June 2014, University of Warwick, UK.

‘The History and Evolution of Somalia Piracy’, paper presented at the Annual Convention of the
International Studies Association, San Diego, March 2012.

‘Governing Contemporary Piracy’, paper presented at the Annual Convention of the International
Studies Association, Montreal, Canada, March 2011 (with Christian Bueger).

‘Land-based Conflicts in Somalia’, Workshop on ‘Land-grabbing and Conflict’, Forum Peace and
Security, BMZ, Bonn, August 2010.

Policy Experience

Counter-piracy and maritime security governance, with the Lessons Learned Project (LLP) of the
Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS)

Police in peacekeeping, with the Gesellschaft Fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the
African Union (AU)

Security-development nexus, with the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ) and the Gesellschaft Fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G12)

Civil society and conflict transformation, with the Academy for Peace and Development (APD)

Media Interviews (selection)

‘Daybreak Africa Program’, Voice of America (Radio Interview), 04/02/2014.

‘Insurers, Guards, Earn more from Piracy than Gangs’, The Jerusalem Post, 09/02/2012.
‘Streitkrafte und Strategien’ [‘Militaries and strategies‘], Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) (Radio),
17/12/2011.

‘Kenya Gets Pro-Active on Somalia Militancy’, World Politics Review, 17/10/2011.

‘Erfolgreiche Aufristung’ [‘Successful military build-up‘], Der Spiegel, 37, 12/09/2011.

‘Somali Pirates grow more daring’, The Jerusalem Post 30/08/2011.
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